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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER

Minutes of the meeting held via Zoom on Thursday 28th January 2021
Attendees:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr J Arrowsmith, Mrs G Forknall, Mr P Kelly and Mr P Mann.

Mrs S Healy
County Councillor
Mrs M Bell

Clerk and Assistant
Mrs E Higgins, Mrs K Meads
Item 1- Welcome 
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to this Zoom meeting.

Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.
There was no recording of the meeting. 
Item 3 – Apologies – Mr H Blackburn and Mr R Taylor were not in attendance.




Police were not in attendance




Apologies received from Borough Councillors, Mr T & Mrs D Clews

Item 4 – Notice of Interest – Mr T Hopkins and Mrs G Forknall expressed interest in item 11 Allotments

Item 5 – Pubic Questions – There were no public questions
Item 6 – Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes of the meeting held via Zoom on 9th December 2020 were not available for signing, but will be available at the next meeting.
Item 7 – Matters arising from the previous meeting.

There were no matters arising from the meeting held on 9th December 2020

Item 8 – Feedback from Police, Borough and County Councillors

There was no feedback from Police

Borough Councillors had sent apologies and asked that any issues be forwarded to them.

County Councillor Mrs Margaret Bell reported:

Covid – North Warwickshire GPs are doing an excellent job in delivering vaccinations. CC Bell stressed if there are any issues she should be notified as there is a roving team who can visit in extreme circumstances.
Gypsy Site – Although County Court Injunctions and Enforcement Notices have been issued on two sites there are still issues. These are Planning Issues and Enforcement Officers are visiting regularly supported by Police.

Although this is a difficult situation the Borough, Parish and Planning Committee are not giving up!

Road Traffic Issues: There is no update at the moment but CC Bell will contact County again to set up a date for a follow up meeting.

Other issues – 
A drain collapse outside Mancetter Post Office has been fixed.

CC Bell asked if any flood issues had been reported – Parish Councillors were not aware of any.

There has been some issues with waste collection. Householders are advised to put their bins out at usual times and leave out until emptied.

Mr Hopkins reported that he had been in discussion with Brian Conway from Witherley Parish Council concerning the removal of hedgerow along the A5. This land is under new ownership. CC Bell will contact the new owner to ascertain intention for the land.
CC Bell reported that she had walked one of the Public Footpaths near to Hartshill where the farmer had put some water butts. The footpath is still passable and the obstruction is to stop vehicle movement. This has been reported to County.

Mr J Arrowsmith asked CC Bell if she could raise the issue about mud on the footpath in Carlyon Road since Royal Mail staff have been parking on the verges. CC Bell will take this matter to WCC.

County Councillor Margaret Bell left the meeting at 7.30pm

Item 9 – Any other Parish Business for Discussion

Traffic Calming  - covered in item 8 above.

Update of Rights of Way issues – The Parish Rights of Way Contractor has repaired the steps.

Mr T Hopkins reported on the increase in visitors during lockdown. This is causing extra footfall in many areas.

Staffing requirements – Mr T Hopkins confirmed that we wish to recruit and train a new Assistant Clerk and will work to produce a job description, but must recognise that it is not the best time to conduct interviews.

General discussion took place around virtual meetings. Mr T Hopkins reported that virtual meetings should end by 7th May. Some Councillors may not be happy to move back to face to face meetings until vaccinations are complete. It was agreed that it was perfectly acceptable to phone in to meetings either virtual or face to face.

Mrs E Higgins confirmed that although legislation hadn’t changed about holding Annual Parish meetings, both NALC and WALC agreed that this may not be possible.

Payroll Outsourcing – After discussion Mr P Kelly agreed to contact local companies to obtain quotes for outsourcing. Mrs K Meads to provided details of requirements.

Item 9 – Planning Matters

Issues on Traveller Sites  covered it item 8 above.

Discussion took place regarding issues on the site of the Plough Inn and corner of Mill Lane. Both issues have been passed to Borough Council who confirm that they are being considered but no update at this time.

There are no other planning issues at this time.

Item 10 – Finance

All payments for November and December 2020 have been signed in accordance with the bank mandate.

The budget discussed at the December meeting was agreed by all councillors.

To agree the Precept for 2021/22

Details of the Tax Base and four options had been distributed to Councillors before the meeting.

After detailed discussion it was proposed by Mr J Arrowsmith, Seconded by Mrs G Forknall and agreed by all present that Option D – increase total precept to £30,000 be accepted.

Option D will be an overall increase of £160 and .54%

Band D increase of 74p per year, from £44.33 to £45.07 per year.

A report will be prepared for Mancetter Matters.
Item 11– Allotments

To review the rental fees for allotments at Ridge Lane: 

After discussion it was agreed that the rents would remain unchanged.
To consider quotation for removal of a dangerous tree.

The Parish Rights of Way Contractor has quoted £300 to remove the tree. It was proposed by Mrs S Healy, Seconded by Mr P Kelly and agreed by all other councillors present to accept this quotation as the Contractor has all relevant insurance and risk assessments in place to complete this task.

To authorise the Chairman to collect allotment rents for 2021/22

It was proposed by Mr J Arrowsmith, Seconded by Mr P Kelly and agreed by all councillors present that the Chairman Mr T Hopkins should collect the rents and pass to the Assistant Clerk, Mrs K Meads for banking.

Item 12– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish

Quotation for work to cemetery trees:

Although the Clerk, Mrs E Higgins has requested quotes, none have been forthcoming at this time.
Drainage in the cemetery:

Due to the levels in the cemetery excess water will be a problem from time to time due to a high water table. Councillors understand that this could cause distress to some families but feel that due to levels and changing weather conditions it may not be possible to rectify the issue.

Mrs S Healy suggested that a statement on drainage be included in the cemetery terms and conditions leaflet next time it is updated.

Railings – Mr P Kelly advised that he is still awaiting contact from the company who are to replace/repair the cemetery railings.

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.15pm
Item 13 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 23rd March 2021 at 7pm (Subject to review)
Signed        
Date: 

